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E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: PFOR, BR, US 

SUB J : RESPONSE TO PRESS QUERY ON CONSULTATIVE MEETINGS 
REF: STATE 216895 

1 . POLCOUNS RELAYED FULL TEXT OF PRESS QUESTION AND ANSWER 
IN REFTEL ORALLY ON SEPTEMBER 1 TO FOREIGN MINISTERS CHEF 
DE CABINET (SOUTO MAIOR) AND SENT FULL WRITTEN TEXT 
SHORTLY AFTER. SOUTO MAIOR SAID HE WOULD INFORM MINISTER 
BUT SAW NO PROBLEM WITH DEPARTMENT'S STATEMENT, EVEN IF 

IT HAD MENTIONED SPECIFIC DATES. 

2. DEPARTMENT'S STATEMENT APPEARED SEPTEMBER 1 IN ABBREVIATED FORM 
AND LOW-KEY MANNER IN SOME MAIOR DAILIES, BUT SO FAR WITHOUT 
COMMENT. 

3. COMMENT: NOTWITHSTANDING SOUTO MAIOR'S OFF HAND COMMENT 
THAT HE WOULD NOT HAVE BEEN TROUBLED BY RELEASE OF DATES, FONMIN 
WOULD PROBABLY APPRECIATE OPPORTUNITY TO CONSULT BEFORE 
DETAILS ON MEETING ARE RELEASED. 
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